《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – 1 Corinthians》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Sosthenes; Acts 18:17. 

Verse 2
Corinth; the capital of Achaia, the south part of Greece. 

Sanctified in Christ; Christians. 

Call upon the name of Jesus Christ; pray to him. This was the practice of Christians, and distinguished them from other people. The great peculiarity of Christians, that which distinguishes them from all others, is union to the Lord Jesus Christ by faith. This union leads them to love him, pray to him, and delight to honor him by obeying his commands. It leads them also to love one another, and seek for each other, of the Father and the Son, all needed good. 

Verse 3
Grace-peace; this is a prayer for spiritual blessings, and is addressed equally to God the Father and the Son. 

Verse 5
In all utterance, and in all knowledge; in a comprehensive knowledge of the gospel, and the ability to unfold its doctrines and discourse concerning them with readiness and propriety. It is the constant manner of Paul, even where he has much to censure in a church, to commend it for what he finds good in it. 

Verse 6
Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you; as much as to say, Your utterance and knowledge of the gospel are in accordance with its truth, as it was preached by me among you. For the Corinthians, though deserving rebuke for many things, had not departed from the essential doctrines of the gospel. 

By the testimony of Christ is meant the apostle’s testimony concerning him; in other words, the gospel which he preached, as Christ’s witness for the truth. And this was not only preached but confirmed among the Corinthians; that is, it was established, and took root in their hearts. 

Verse 7
Ye come behind; they were inferior to other churches in no spiritual gifts. When called to point out the faults of Christian brethren for the purpose of reforming them, it is wise freely to acknowledge their excellences, and thus by conciliating their minds prepare the way for our efforts to do them greater good. 

Verse 8
Confirm you; establish and keep you in the faith and practice of the gospel. 

Blameless in the day of our Lord; accepted of him, and presented spotless and faultless in the great day. Judges 1:24. 

Verse 9
God is faithful; to his promises, and will keep you by his power, through faith unto salvation. 1 Peter 1:5. 

Verse 10
By the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; from regard to him and his cause. 

All speak the same thing; be united, and refrain from contentions. 

Verse 11
House of Chloe; members of her family. 

Verse 12
I am of Paul; they were attached to, and ranged under different men whom they claimed as their leaders, though without their approbation; as if one were better than another, and his followers more holy. This caused divisions among them, which Paul lamented, and endeavored by this epistle to heal. 

Apollos; an eloquent preacher, who had visited Achaia and Corinth after the apostle. Acts 18:24-28. 

Cephas; the great apostle of the circumcision, whose name the adherents of the Mosaic law would be likely to use. 

I of Christ; the men who said this probably affected a peculiar intimacy with Christ, which raised them above the necessity of following any human teacher: for men may be proud not only of having a particular human leader but Christ. 

Verse 14
Crispus and Gaius; Acts 18:8; Romans 16:23. 

Verse 16
The household; the family. Chap 1 Corinthians 16:15. 

Verse 17
Not to baptize; as his principal or most important business. 

Wisdom of words; the subtle philosophical speculations and polished rhetoric which so strongly characterized Grecian oratory. 

The cross of Christ; the doctrine of salvation through a crucified Redeemer. 

Of none effect; ineffectual to the salvation of men. The great business of ministers is to preach the gospel; and they should be careful not to muffle it with the drapery of human ornament, lest they prevent its saving effect. 

Verse 18
Foolishness; they cannot discern its heavenly wisdom, and reject it as an absurd scheme, unworthy of their regard. 

The power of God; through which he delivers men from condemnation and ruin. 

Verse 19
It is written; Isaiah 29:14; Isaiah 33:18; Jeremiah 8:9. 

Destroy the wisdom of the wise; show that worldly wisdom and efforts could never effect the salvation of men. 

Verse 20
The scribe; the learned man. 

The disputer; the subtle, abstruse reasoner. 

Made foolish; showed it to be folly. 

Verse 21
In the wisdom of God; after he in wisdom had suffered men to make the fullest experiments and show their utter insufficiency. 

The foolishness of preaching; that which those who reject Christ regard as foolishness. 

Verse 22
Require a sign; a sign from heaven, some great and signal display of miraculous power. Matthew 12:38. 

Wisdom; learned, philosophical, and literary discussions. 

Verse 23
Christ crucified; the doctrine of salvation through a crucified Saviour, as the only foundation of human hope. Acts 4:12. 

A stumbling-block; because especially the idea of a suffering and crucified Messiah was contrary to all their preconceived notions respecting him. Compare Romans 9:32; 1 Peter 2:8. 

Foolishness; a foolish doctrine, unworthy of their regard. The chief subjects of a minister’s preaching should be the character and work of Christ, and the means of obtaining an interest in his savlation. 

Verse 24
Them which are called; those who are led by the Holy Spirit to see their need of Christ as a Saviour and to believe on him. 

Verse 25
The foolishness-the weakness of God; his way of salvation, which to rejecters appears so foolish and incompetent, is shown by facts to be wise and efficacious. 

Verse 26
Ye see your calling, brethren; in the character and condition of those who preach the gospel, and of those who embrace it. 

Not many wise-mighty-noble; not many who are so considered by worldly men, are called to preach Christ, or led to believe on him. 

Verse 27-28
The foolish things of the world-weak things; those men and instrumentalities in this world which unbelievers regard as foolish and weak. So also base things and things which are despised. Things which are not; men and instrumentalities which are in the eyes of unbelievers as good as nothing, of no account whatever. 

Things that are; men and systems of philosophy of high repute. 

Verse 29
Should glory; in any man or system of doctrine of man’s invention. The dealings of God in selecting ministers of the gospel and subjects of his renewing grace, are calculated to humble the pride of men and lead them to feel, that for every thing wise, great, or good, and for all their success in doing good, they are indebted to his grace. 

Verse 30
Of him; of the free grace of God, and by the exercise of his power. Psalms 110:3; James 1:18; 1 John 4:19. 

In Christ; united to him by faith, and for his sake entitled to receive all needed good. In him therefore they may rejoice, and in him alone, with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 1 Peter 1:8-9. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Not with excellency of speech; that rhetorical refinement, or those subtle philosophical discussions which were admired by the Greeks. 

The testimony of God; concerning Jesus Christ and the way of salvation through him. 

Verse 2
Not to know; to demean myself among you as one that knew nothing else; in other words, to make the doctrine of salvation through Jesus Christ, and him crucified, my only theme. Christ crucified as the atonement for sin, is the great central truth of the gospel. Other truths, in order to be rightly apprehended and have their due effect, must be seen in connection with, and in the light of this. Hence the great prominence which Paul gave to it in his preaching, and which all ministers should give to it in theirs; hence also the prominent place which this truth should hold in the contemplations of all who would grow in grace, or gain an interest in the blessings of salvation. Galatians 6:14; Philippians 3:7-9. 

Verse 3
In weakness-fear-trembling; he knew that he had many enemies. He felt deeply his insufficiency, and was fearful that he should fail of success. God, however, who knew his difficulties, had compassion on him, and encouraged him to go forward. Acts 18:6; Acts 18:9-10; 2 Corinthians 10:10. 

Verse 4
Enticing words of man’s wisdom; such as were used by heathen orators to gain applause. 

In demonstration of the Spirit and of power; it consisted in that demonstration of the truth which had for its foundation the accompanying Spirit and power of God. 

Verse 5
Not stand in the wisdom of men; not rest on human, but on divine testimony; and be produced not by human, but by divine power. The more deeply ministers of the gospel feel their own insufficiency, and their dependence on God for success, the more likely it is that their preaching will be attended by the power of the Holy Ghost, and thus rendered effectual to the salvation of men. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. 

Verse 6
Wisdom; that which is truly wise in the estimation of God and those who are like him. 

Them that are perfect; who have maturity of knowledge and spiritual discernment, and are thus prepared to receive the deeper revelations of the gospel. 

Not the wisdom of this world; that which worldly men call wisdom. 

That come to naught; who perish themselves, with all their vain schemes which they oppose to the wisdom and power of the gospel. 

Verse 7
We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery; in speaking the wisdom of God we proclaim a mystery. The word mystery is used here, as often elsewhere in the New Testament, to denote something beyond the power of human wisdom to discover. 

Even the hidden wisdom; that which had long been to a great extent unknown, but was now revealed in the gospel. 

Ordained before the world; purposed from eternity to reveal. 

Unto our glory; that it might raise us who receive it to glory. The apostle refers both to the spiritual glory which the gospel bestows upon men here, and the eternal heavenly glory in which it ends, the former being an earnest and pledge of the latter. 

Verse 8
All persons, however great their advantages, who are not taught by the Holy Spirit, are exceedingly ignorant of divine things. Truths are plainly revealed of which they have no just conception, because they love darkness rather than light, their deeds being evil. In their ignorance they may commit crimes which will bring interminable evils upon themselves and others. 

Verse 9
As it is written; Isaiah 64:4. 

The things which God hath prepared; it is in these things, which include all the blessings the gospel bestows on men here, and the "exceeding and eternal weight of glory" hereafter, that the glory consists spoken of in verse 1 Corinthians 2:7. 

Verse 10
Unto us; the apostles and their fellow-disciples, who were taught of the Holy Spirit. 

Searcheth; fully understands, and therefore can reveal to us. 

Verse 11
The things of a man; his unrevealed thoughts. 

Even so; as the unrevealed thoughts of a man are not known except to himself, so the unrevealed things of God are not known except to the Spirit of God; and he alone can reveal them. To the apostles he did reveal them, and through them they were revealed to others. 

Verse 12
Not the spirit of the world; which could instruct us only in the things of this world, and make us, like itself, earthly in all our views and feelings. 

Might known; by his revelation. 

The things that are freely given to us of God; those, namely, mentioned in verse 1 Corinthians 2:9. As the Holy Spirit is fully acquainted with the mind and will of God, and is able to communicate all needed light to men, he must be divine. 

Verse 13
In the words-which the Holy Ghost teacheth; the Spirit taught them not only what was to be communicated, but how to communicate it-not in preaching only, but in writing. As the Holy Ghost taught the writers of the Bible what truths to communicate and in what words to communicate them, it may safely be relied on as an exact expression of the will of God, and a perfect rule of faith and practice. 

Verse 14
The natural man; the same as he who is after the flesh, and minds the things of the flesh, Romans 8:5; the man who is unenlightened by the Holy Spirit, who does not love the truth, and is the willing slave of sin. 

Receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; does not rightly apprehend or appreciate them. 

They are foolishness; they appear foolish. 

Neither can he know them; he needs to be renewed and enlightened by the Holy Spirit. As without spiritual discernment no man will rightly apprehend or suitably treat the things which God has revealed, and as the author of this discernment is the Holy Spirit, all should seek his teaching; and not only attend to the words in which he communicates divine truth, but ask him to show them his meaning, cause it to make the right impression, and be the means of spiritual life to their souls. Psalms 119:18; John 6:63. 

Verse 15
He that is spiritual; he that is born of the Spirit, and therefore minds the things of the Spirit. Romans 8:5. 

Judgeth all things; discerneth aright all spiritual things, loves their excellence, and judges correctly concerning them. 

He himself is judged of no man; they who are not enlightened by the Holy Ghost, do not judge correctly concerning him. He acts from principles with which they are unacquainted. 

Verse 16
For who hath known the mind of the Lord; no one but he who has been taught by the Spirit of the Lord. The natural man therefore, who has not been thus taught, cannot judge us who are spiritual, and have the mind of Christ; that is, know it, having been taught of God. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Spiritual; advanced in spiritual knowledge, and prepared to understand and profit by the higher and more difficult truths of the gospel. 

Carnal; having little religious knowledge or spiritual discernment; being still much under the influence of evil. Christians when first converted are indeed born of God, and are in some measure like him, but they are infants, not men, in the divine life. They need such instructions as are suited to those who are young, feeble, and but just beginning spiritually to live. 

Verse 2
Milk; the plain, simple truths of the gospel; such as are adapted to those who are young and inexperienced in religion. 

Meat; truths suited to those who have made greater progress in divine things. 

Not able; not able rightly to apprehend and usefully to apply the more difficult parts of divine truth. 

Verse 3
Carnal, and walk as men; selfish and worldly in their feelings and conduct. 

Verse 4
I am of Paul-I am of Apollos; their division into parties and their violent contentions showed that they were still narrow in their views, and carnal in their feelings. Young Christians are exposed to be self-confident-to be influenced by feeling rather than judgment-to glory in men, and follow human leaders; not duly considering that they may be very zealous and earnest in efforts to increase the number and strength of their sect or party, and yet be far from that unity of spirit with Christ and his people which he requires. 

Verse 5
Ministers; servants of Christ engaged in one common work, and not designed to be heads of different parties. Their object then was to convert men, not to themselves, but to Christ. 

Verse 6
I have planted; Paul first preached the gospel to the Corinthians and gathered the church. 

Apollos watered; he came after Paul and further instructed the people. 

God gave the increase; all the success of both was from God. 

Verse 7
He that planteth-he that watereth; preachers of the gospel are not the cause, but, under God, the instruments of their success. 

Verse 8
Are one; they are engaged in one work, and for the promotion of one end, the glory of God, in the salvation of men. It is not proper, then, that they should be set up as the heads of different parties. 

Shall receive; from Christ, not from man. 

His own reward according to his own labor; the common Master of all will apportion to each his just reward, so that invidious comparisons between the different servants of Christ on the part of their fellow-Christians are entirely out of place. Ministers of Christ who are engaged in his work, are not laboring to attach men to themselves or to any human leader, but to Jesus Christ. They are all equally his servants, doing his work. And though their labor may be as needful to the salvation of men as is that of husbandmen in order to a harvest, yet their success is from God, and to him belongs the glory. 

Verse 9
Laborers together with God; he as the cause, we as the instruments. 

Husbandry-building; the church is here compared to a cultivated field, in which husbandmen labor and God causes things to grow; and also to a building, on which he gives artisans strength to labor, and crowns their labor with his blessing. 

Verse 10
I have laid the foundation; Paul first preached to the Corinthians Christ crucified, an atoning sacrifice for sin, as the only and all-sufficient foundation for human hope; and gathered such as appeared to believe on him into the church. 

Another buildeth; others afterwards preached to them, and admitted to their number such as professed to be converted. 

Take heed; let them be careful as to what doctrines they preach, and what practices they encourage; and see that both are according to the revealed will of God. 

Verse 11
Jesus Christ; he is the only sure foundation of human hope; and his true church is composed of such, and such only, as trust in him. Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11; Ephesians 2:20; 2 Timothy 2:19; 1 Peter 2:6. The only foundation of the true church is Jesus Christ; and none belong to it except those who believe on him. Others may have an outward connection as members, but they have no saving union with the Head. They are dead members, who will be cut off-dry branches, which bear no fruit, and will be taken away. John 15:2. 

Verse 12
Gold, silver, precious stones; if he preach the pure truths of God, from love to him and in humble dependence on his grace, and thus build up the church. 

Wood, hay, stubble; if he preach error, or the speculations of men. 

Verse 13
Made manifest; shown to be what it really is. 

The day; the day of judgment will make it known. 

Revealed by fire; as fire shows the difference between gold and wood, or silver and stubble, so the day of judgment will show the difference between the works of different men. A day is coming when every man’s character and work will be tried. Those who have attempted to build a church on Peter or Paul, or any mere creature, or who are trusting for salvation to any outward connection with the church, without being justified by faith in Christ and governed by love to him, will be disappointed and condemned. 

Verse 14
If any man’s work abide; if his preaching and practice are approved, he shall receive a reward; a reward of grace. 

Verse 15
If any man’s work shall be burned; if it be condemned as wrong, though he himself believed and is pardoned, he shall suffer loss; he shall lose his labor, and much of the good which might have resulted from a different and better course of conduct. 

He himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire; as he who escapes naked from his house on fire, is saved from being consumed, but suffers loss. 

Verse 16
Ye are the temple of God; elsewhere the apostle calls the bodies of individual believers the temples of the Holy Ghost, chap 1 Corinthians 6:19. Compare Isaiah 57:15; Isaiah 66:1-2. But here, as in Ephesians 2:20-22; 1 Peter 2:5; he has reference to the church of Christ, which is "God’s building." Each true member, quickened by God’s Spirit, is a living stone, and all united form a living temple, in which He dwells in a much higher and fuller sense than He dwelt in his temple of old. 

Verse 17
Defile-destroy; these two words are in the original the same. If by false doctrine or unholy practice any one should defile, and thus exert his influence to destroy the church or any of its members, he would incur great guilt, and expose himself to aggravated ruin. 

Holy; set apart and devoted to the service of God. 

Verse 18
Deceive himself; by a vain idea of his superior wisdom. Addressed especially to those who sought preeminence as leaders. 

Seemeth to be wise; seemeth in his own eyes, thinks himself wise. 

Become a fool; let him consent to be esteemed a fool by the men of the world-let him renounce dependence on that worldly wisdom for which he now values himself, feel his need of divine guidance, and seek the teaching of the Holy Ghost; receiving as true what he declares, and doing as right what he commands. 

Verse 19
The wisdom of this world; that of which worldly men are proud, and in which they glory. 

For it is written; Job 5:12-13. 

Verse 20
Again; Psalms 94:11. 

Verse 21
Therefore; as the result of what has been said. 

Glory in men; by setting up one teacher above others as his leader. 

All things are yours; not one teacher alone, but all the teachers of the church with all their varied gifts. And not only they, but all things else, in the sense that God makes all things work together for your good. Romans 8:28. 

Verse 23
Ye are Christ’s; all united in one body under Christ, who has redeemed you by his blood, and to whom alone ye belong, not to any human leader. 

Christ is God’s; sent by the Father to redeem men, and always acting in his name and for his glory. Thus the unity in God’s holy family is complete. Compare John 17:8; John 17:21-23, which is the best commentary on these wonderful words. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
Ministers of Christ; not of man; whose main business therefore is not to please man, but God-compare verse 1 Corinthians 4:3 -and who are not to be set up as the heads of parties. 

Stewards of the mysteries of God; stewards were appointed by the head of a family to provide for them and superintend their concerns. So the apostles were appointed by God to provide needful instruction for his spiritual family-to preach to them the truths of the gospel, called mysteries because they had before been comparatively unknown. 

Verse 2
Fidelity to God and to the souls of men, in rightly dispensing the truths of the gospel, and in enforcing them by a uniformly holy and consistent example, is required of all ministers of Christ. 

Verse 3
Judged of you; in regard to my fidelity as Christ’s steward. 

I judge not mine own self; he was not to be approved or condemned in the day of judgment according to his own decision, any more than that of his fellow-men. 

Verse 4
I know nothing before the time; namely, when the Lord shall come to judgment, as immediately afterwards stated. In the mean time they were not to decide upon and condemn the character of one another. 

Hidden things of darkness; those which are not seen by men. 

Counsels of the hearts; desires, intentions, and motives. 

Have praise of God; for all that he has done well. The apostle states only one side of the judgment-the approval of those who have been faithful to Christ. The condemnation of the unfaithful is implied in this. 

Verse 5
Our own judgment or that of men is not a sure or safe test of our fidelity. We may not see any violations of duty, and yet He who is omniscient may see many. Hence we have need to pray, each for himself, Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in me; and lead me in the way everlasting. 

Verse 6
These things; what I have said about glorying in men. 

In a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos; to illustrate the facts and evils of their divisions into parties, he had named only Apollos and himself as set up for leaders among them. This he did to avoid giving offence by naming others who were ambitious of such a distinction. 

For your sakes; that they might see their folly and renounce it. 

In us; by my thus putting Apollos and myself as examples. 

Above that which is written; that they should not think of men as any other than as they are described in the Bible, nor glory in them as leaders of separate divisions, or heads of different denominations of the Lord’s people. 

Verse 7
Who maketh thee to differ? as to talents, condition, character, or influence. 

Receive; from God. 

Why dost thou glory; in thyself or other men? For whatever excellence any one has, he is indebted to the grace of God; and he has no just cause to glory in himself, or to be gloried in by others. 

Verse 8
Full-rich; in their own estimation. 

Reigned as kings without us; they imagined themselves possessed of great spiritual riches, knowledge, and power; able without the help of the apostles to succeed and prosper in their own way. 

Ye did reign; that ye were indeed as spiritually rich, great, powerful, and prosperous as you imagine. 

That we also might reign with you; then the apostle and his associates might rejoice with them in their fulness of spiritual blessings, instead of being distressed at their divisions. 

Verse 9
Last; assigned to the lowest place as it regards shame and suffering, as if we were the vilest of men; "the filth of the world," and "the offscouring of all things," verse 1 Corinthians 4:13. 

Appointed to death; doomed to the endurance of trials and martyrdom. 

A spectacle; of conflicts and sufferings. 

Verse 10
We are fools; accounted fools by those who boast of their wisdom. 

For Christ’s sake; because we devote ourselves faithfully to the work of preaching Christ crucified, and seek only his honor. 

Ye are wise in Christ; in your own esteem. It is not safe to judge of character by outward condition or by the opinion which persons form of themselves. They may imagine that they are spiritually rich, increased in goods, and have need of nothing, when in fact they are poor, and in want of all things. Revelation 3:17. 

Verse 14
To shame you; the apostle’s severity had not for its object to overbear the Corinthians and put them to shame, but to correct their errors, as children dear to him. 

Verse 15
I have begotten you; his preaching was the means of their regeneration; and as their spiritual father, it was proper for him to reprove, rebuke, and exhort them with affectionate plainness. 

Verse 16
Be ye followers of me; imitate my example as your spiritual father. 

Verse 17
My ways; of teaching and living, in which he proposes himself as their example. 

Verse 18
Some are puffed up; elated with their imaginary importance and power, as if Paul would not dare to come to them. 

Verse 19
Will know; make trial of their power to withstand his teaching and influence. 

Verse 20
The kingdom of God; the reign of God in the hearts of men and in the church. 

Is not in word; or continued by pompous declaration and vain boastings. 

But in power; it consists in the power of God as manifested both in miraculous gifts, and in the awakening, enlightening, and renewing influences of the Holy Spirit operating through his preached word. 

Verse 21
What will ye? would they, by disregarding his instruction, make it needful to visit them with discipline; or would they, by complying with those instructions, open the way for him to commend them and share in their joy? Christian discipline should be maintained in all Christian churches. If any of their members are guilty of immorality, and cannot by the proper use of other means be reclaimed, it is the will of God that they be excluded from the church. Matthew 18:15-18; 1 Corinthians 5:4-5; 1 Timothy 1:20. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Not so much as named; except with abhorrence, as a rare crime. Members of the church who, in opposition to their profession and to all the light which they enjoy, live in sin, are sometimes suffered to commit crimes which are viewed with abhorrence even by heathen. 

Verse 2
Puffed up; by their supposed excellence. 

Verse 3
But present in spirit; present with you in spirit, judging and acting as though I were present with you in body. 

Verse 4
In the name; by the authority. 

Any my spirit; acting with you as if I were present. 

The power of our Lord; to sanction and give effect to their proceedings. 

Verse 5
Deliver such a one unto Satan; exclude him from the visible kingdom of Christ, not to destroy him, but to bring him to repentance and thus save him. 

For the destruction of the flesh; many think that these words imply the infliction, along with the exclusion from the church, of some bodily evil through the miraculous power conferred by Christ on the apostle, which should cooperate with the exclusion to lead him to repentance. There are but two kingdoms on earth, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. All who do not belong to the one, belong to the other. 

Verse 6
Your glorying; in their supposed attainments. 

A little leaven; one such wicked person suffered to remain would corrupt others and injure the whole. 

Verse 7
Purge out-the old leaven; the apostle alludes to the Jewish custom of carefully putting away from their houses all leaven upon the approach of the feast of the passover. Leaven is in the Scriptures a common emblem for moral corruption. The old leaven which he exhorted them to put away was the remainder of their former wickedness, as seen in this incestuous person. 

A new lump; fresh and unleavened; that is, pure from corruption. 

As ye are unleavened; profess and are under peculiar obligations to be holy. 

Christ our passover; the ground or reason why we are passed over, as the first-born of the Israelites were, Exodus 12:23, and not destroyed, is the death of Christ. As the Israelites were to put away all leaven before partaking of the paschal lamb, Exodus 12:15, which was the type of Christ, so the Corinthians were to put away all sin, that they might spiritually feed on Christ, the great antitype. 

Verse 8
Keep the feast; the spiritual passover provided for us in the gospel. 

Verse 9
In an epistle; generally supposed to refer to an epistle not handed down to us. As the apostle delivered many inspired discourses which it did not please the Holy Ghost to have recorded, so he may have written letters which the wisdom of God did not judge needful to make the sacred volume complete. 

Verse 10
Not altogether; he did not command them wholly to abstain from intercourse with worldly men, for that would require them to retire from the world. It is not the will of God that good men should retire from the world to avoid its evils; nor is that the way to become more holy, useful, or happy. Their duty is to communicate with the wicked, for the purpose of doing them good; and to labor in the world till God shall call them out of it. 

Verse 12
For what have I to do; these words give the reason for the limitation expressed in verse 1 Corinthians 5:10; as much as to say, In regard to the fornicators of this world, I propose no strict rule of absolute separation from them; they may be left to God’s judgment. 

That are without; who do not belong to the church. 

Within; in the church. 

Verse 13
If members of the church continue in immorality, their good, the good of the church, and the honor of Christ require that they should be excluded from it. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
The unjust; heathen magistrates, the same as "unbelievers," verse 1 Corinthians 6:6. 

Verse 2
Judge the world; be highly exalted with Christ at the day of judgment, and cooperate in his decisions. 

Verse 4
Judgments; cases of difference to be settled. 

Of things pertaining to this life; not requiring, therefore, for their settlement the possession of high spiritual gifts. 

Set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church; no men who were least esteemed for integrity and intelligence in common things; but men who, not being endowed with those shining spiritual gifts so highly coveted by some-"all utterance, and all knowledge," chap 1 Corinthians 1:5 -were placed by their leaders in the lowest rank. See chap 1 Corinthians 12:1-31; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 1 Corinthians 14:1-40. Such, according to our version, seems to be the meaning of this difficult passage. But two other renderings are proposed, which refer these words to the heathen magistrates: first, interrogatively, "Do ye set," etc. implying a stern rebuke; secondly, indicatively, "ye set," etc. The words would then be a simple statement of their wrong conduct, which the apostle proceeds, in the following verse, to censure. 

Verse 7
Utterly a fault; they did wrong in going to the heathen to decide their differences. They ought to have decided them by arbitration, or in some other way, among themselves. It were better even to suffer wrong, than thus to do wrong. All differences of Christians should be settled among themselves, according to principles of equity, without appealing to civil tribunals, especially those of wicked men. 

Verse 9
The unrighteous; those who are dishonest and defraud others, whether under the cover of law, or in any other way. 

Verse 10
The dishonest, the unjust, the impure, and those who seek wealth, honor, or pleasure as the chief good, whatever their professions, or to whatever church they may externally belong, if they continue such, will, with drunkards, idolaters, thieves, robbers, murderers, and all the openly vicious, be for ever excluded from heaven. 

Verse 12
All things are lawful; which are not forbidden of God. 

Not expedient; because not adapted to do good. 

Not be brought under the power; he would not be the slave of any appetite or passion. A wise man will govern his appetites and passions, not be governed by them; nor will he indulge them, except so far as shall tend to fit both his body and mind for the best discharge of all the duties of life. 

Verse 13
Shall destroy both it and them; they are both temporary, and God shall do away both at death. It follows that meats are among the indifferent things, in respect to which the believer should be careful that he does not abuse his Christian liberty. 

For the Lord; the use to be made of the body is not an indifferent thing. He made and preserves it to be employed not in sinning, but in serving him. 

The Lord for the body; he died that not only the soul, but the body also, should be saved from the effects of sin, and raised from the grace spiritual and immortal, to serve him for ever. 

Verse 15
Your bodies are the members of Christ; he has redeemed the bodies as well as the souls of believers. As such they are spiritually united to him now, and shall be throughout eternity. 

Verse 17
Is one spirit; one spirit with Christ: Christ dwells in him and he in Christ. This mutual union makes him spiritual as Christ is spiritual. 

Verse 18
Flee; do not stop to reason about it or think of it. Turn from it with detestation, and occupy your mind with things right and good. 

Is without the body; it is true of sins in general that they are without the body; in other words, do not consist in a direct prostitution and dishonor of it. 

Sinneth against his own body; by prostituting it in the way named in verses 1 Corinthians 6:15-16. It is the shame and guilt of the sin itself that the apostle has chiefly in mind. The dreadful physical consequences of lewdness are the brand of infamy which God puts upon it, as the greatest and most direct dishonor and abuse of the body. 

Verse 19
The temple; the dwelling-place of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 20
Bought with a price; the blood of Christ. Good men feel that they are in the highest sense the property of God; and that the first principles of honesty require them in all things to glorify him. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
The things whereof ye wrote; these were certain things about which the Christians at Corinth had, in a letter to Paul, requested him to give his views. 

Good for a man; best under the peculiar circumstances to which the letter of the Corinthians related. 

Not to touch a woman; not to be married. 

Verse 2
Nevertheless; notwithstanding it may sometimes be best for persons not to be married, it is in all ordinary cases best that they should be. 

His own wife-her own husband; no man is allowed by God to have at once more than one wife, and no woman to have more than one husband. The union for life of one man and woman in marriage is an appointment of God, designed for the continuance and benefit of the human race. All who are in proper circumstances, and are so disposed, ought to be permitted to form such a union; and all who do form it, should faithfully discharge its duties. 

Verse 3
Due benevolence; these words express the mutual duty of husband and wife towards each other, as explained in verses 1 Corinthians 7:4-5. Whatever increases temptations to evils which marriage was designed to prevent, or renders it ineffectual for the purposes for which it was instituted, should be carefully avoided. 

Verse 4
Not power; not to live apart, even for a time, without mutual consent. 

Verse 5
Defraud ye not one the other; deprive not one another by separation of any safeguard against temptation. Do nothing which shall tend to impurity, or give Satan advantage over you. 

Verse 6
By permission; this was a subject about which persons were permitted to judge for themselves; and on which they should exercise an enlightened and conscientious Christian discretion. 

Verse 7
Even as I; I wish they had the same self-control, and could live as contentedly in any condition to which Providence calls them. He evidently refers to his condition as unmarried. 

Proper gift of God; control over one’s bodily appetites and passions is one of these gifts; but all do not have it in the same high degree. 

Verse 8
It is good for them; it was well, under their then peculiar circumstances, to remain as Paul was, unmarried, provided they thought so, and could do it without inconvenience. 

Verse 9
To burn; be disturbed with ungratified passion, or tempted by it to the commission of sin. God bestows on different persons different gifts, and places them in different conditions. That course which is wise for one may not be so for another. Their wishes as well as their situations and habits may be different and it may be best for them to pursue different courses. 

Verse 10
Not I, but the Lord; not Paul only, but Jesus Christ. Matthew 5:32; Matthew 19:3-10. 

Verse 12
Not the Lord; he had not given specific directions about the case which follows, and Paul, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, proceeded to do it. 

Believeth not; believeth not the gospel. It is evident that some of the Corinthians had scruples about the lawfulness of living in the marriage relation with an unbeliever, and that this was one of the points on which they had asked Paul’s advice. The obligations, rights, and privileges of marriage continue through life, notwithstanding any changes in religious character which may take place in either of the parties; and married persons, wherever it be practicable consistently with duty, should live together, for the purpose of promoting each other’s highest temporal and eternal good. 

Verse 16
For what knowest thou; another argument why the believing party should continue to live with the unbelieving. The Christian party may be instrumental in saving the other. 

Verse 17
As God hath distributed to every man; assigned him his place and lot in life. The apostle here begins an exhortation to contentment in present circumstances. 

So let him walk; let each one continue in the condition and business to which God in his providence calls him, and do all the good he can. 

Verse 18
Being circumcised; having been circumcised as a Jew. 

Let him not become uncircumcised; not try to undo or disavow his circumcision. 

Verse 19
Is nothing; as to acceptance with God. 

The commandments of God; the keeping of them was all that he required, and this might be done whether a man was circumcised or not. 

Verse 20
In the same calling; let a man after his conversion continue in the same business in which he was before, provided it is a moral and useful one, and the providence of God does not call him to change it. 

Verse 21
Called; converted to Christ. 

Care not for it; be not so anxious to change your condition as to unfit you to discharge its duties. 

If thou mayest be made free; in the original, If thou canst be free; that is, if thou art able in doing right to be free, use it rather; be free, because freedom is a better state than servitude. In it, persons can more generally own and search the Scriptures, worship God according to the dictates of an enlightened conscience, and discharge the duties which God requires of husbands and wives, parents and children, as rational, accountable, redeemed, immortal beings. Men should continue in the situation in which God has placed them, and in the business, if it be moral and right, to which they are accustomed; unless without committing sin they can change them for the better. If they can, they are bound to do it; and in a manner accordant with the revealed will of God. 

Verse 22
Called in the Lord; converted. 

Is the Lord’s freeman; through divine power and grace, he is delivered from the condemnation and bondage of sin; and under the teaching of the Holy Ghost pursues his own free choice, cheerfully, as an affectionate child, doing the will of his Father in heaven. 

Is Christ’s servant; not an involuntary, but a willing servant; who chooses to be his, delights in his laws, and is to receive a great reward. 

Verse 23
Ye; Christians of all countries and conditions, high and low, rich and poor, bond and free. 

Are bought with a price; redeemed from endless bondage to sin, Satan, and death by the precious blood of Christ. 

Be not ye the servants of men; act from supreme regard not to them, but to Christ. Honor him, manifest his spirit in every condition, and faithfully discharge its appropriate duties. 

Verse 24
Abide with God; in union with God, and acting in such a manner as to meet his approbation and enjoy his favor. 

Verse 25
I have no commandment of the Lord; God had given no specific command concerning the marriage of virgins in times of great and peculiar trials. Therefore Paul, in answer to their inquiry, gave his view of the matter. 

Verse 26
I suppose; in my judgment. 

For the present distress; on account of the peculiarly distressing circumstances in which they were then placed. 

So to be; to remain, during the continuance of those trials, unmarried. But some understand the words "so to be" as meaning, to be so as he is now-to remain in his present state, whether married or unmarried. And this agrees with the following verse. 

Verse 28
She hath not sinned; in marrying even in those troublous times, if she chose this, and thought it best for her. 

Trouble in the flesh; special trials in those times of peculiar difficulty and danger. 

I spare you; am sparing of you; have a fatherly feeling towards you, and in giving you this advice seek your comfort. 

Verse 29
Be as though they had none; live above the world and its temporary relations, remembering how soon this earthly scene, with all its joys and sorrows, will be over, and eternity come in its place. So also are the following clauses to be understood. No worldly circumstances should so disturb or occupy our minds as to unfit us in any measure for duty; nor should we desire any more worldly enjoyment than God shall graciously give us in doing his will. 

Verse 31
Not abusing it; not using it to excess, depending upon it, or seeking your chief good in it. 

The fashion; circumstances and condition of earthly things. 

Passeth away; like a shadow or dream. Psalms 39:6; 1 John 2:17. 

Verse 32
Without carefulness; not distracted by worldly cares. 

Careth for the things that belong to the Lord; is able to give his undivided attention to them. 

Verse 33
Careth for the things that are of the world; he is more exposed than the unmarried, in peculiarly troublous times, to be so engrossed with cares as to be hindered from wholly following the Lord. 

Verse 35
Not that I may cast a snare; his object was not to bind all to act alike, but to induce each to take the course which would be most proper, and in which he or she could best serve God. 

Verse 36
Behaveth himself uncomely; acts unsuitably towards his daughter or one under his care, in withholding her from marriage. If she is of a proper age, and is disposed to be married, he would do well to consent to it. 

Verse 37
Nevertheless; on the other hand. 

Having no necessity; if circumstances do not call for her marriage, he does well to let her remain unmarried. 

Verse 38
He that giveth her in marriage; when circumstances require it, doeth well; that which is right. 

He that giveth her not; when circumstances do not require or favor it, doeth better; what will be more comfortable for her, that is, "for the present distress," as is to be understood throughout this chapter. 

Verse 39
Only in the Lord; only within the limits of the Christian body. Others interpret these words to mean, only in the spirit of obedience to the Lord. But the former is the preferable view. So important is the institution of marriage, so honorable in all, and so numerous its blessings to those who faithfully discharge its duties, that those who, in the fear and love of God, marry, though in troublous times, do well; even in cases where, if their wishes had been different, it would have been better, at least for them, had they for a time remained unmarried. 

Verse 40
So abide; continue unmarried during these troublous times, if she can so remain consistently. 

I have the Spirit of God; to guide me in the views expressed on this subject. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
Things offered unto idols; the flesh of animals sacrificed to idols, on which the offerers and their friends feasted in the idol’s temple, verse 1 Corinthians 8:10, and which was sometimes sold in the market, chap 1 Corinthians 10:25. 

We all have knowledge; namely, that an idol is nothing. The apostle refers to the claim set up by some of the Corinthians, that, because they knew the vanity of idolatry, they could eat things offered to idols anywhere, even in an idol’s temple, without rendering to the idol any worship. He intimates that this knowledge is possessed by other Christians, as well as by them. Knowledge puffeth up; that is, knowledge without love. 

Charity; that is, love, as the word in the original is generally rendered. 

Verse 2
Think that he knoweth; is puffed up with a conceit of his superior knowledge. A man proud of his knowledge is ignorant of himself, and dangerous to others. 

Verse 3
Is known of him; as his friend and the object of his love and care. Compare Matthew 7:23. 

Verse 4
That an idol is nothing; that the deity which it represents has no existence, and that the idol is therefore a powerless and vain thing. 

Verse 6
Of whom; as the source. 

In him; rather, as the margin, unto or for him; created to promote his glory. 

By whom; by whose agency. Enlightened Christians hold with unshaken confidence to the unity of God, while they acknowledge Jesus Christ as their Creator, Redeemer, and rightful Proprietor, and render to him and to the Father the homage of their hearts. 

Verse 7
That knowledge; that there is but one God, and that idols are nothing. 

With conscience of the idol; thinking that idol deities are realities. 

As a thing offered unto an idol; with superstitious reverence for the supposed idol diety, as if he were a real existence. 

Weak; unenlightened, ignorant. 

Defiled; by thus joining in idol-worship. 

Verse 8
Meat; food of any kind, as the original word implies. To those who have knowledge it is one of the indifferent things. For this reason they ought to be considerate and kind towards their weak brethren in respect to the food now in question, as the apostle proceeds to show. 

Verse 9
A stumbling-block; an occasion of leading others into sin. No man is at liberty to do a thing merely because it is not expressly forbidden, is not wrong in itself, or will not injure him. He is bound to consider how it will affect others, and so to act as to promote their good. 

Verse 10
Eat those things; as real sacrifices to idols, and thus be guilty of idolatry, and of acting in opposition to his conscience. 

Verse 11
Through thy knowledge; the improper use of it. 

Verse 13
If meat; if my indulgence in a particular kind of food. 

Make my brother to offend; be the occasion of leading him into sin. That love which leads a person to deny himself, for the sake of honoring God and doing good to men, is essential to true religion. Luke 14:24-33. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
In the present chapter Paul asserts his personal rights and privileges as an apostle, verses 1 Corinthians 9:1-14; and then proceeds to show how he has willingly given them up for Christ’s sake, therein proposing his own example for the imitation of those among the Corinthians who were disposed to insist on the use of their Christian liberty without regard to the consciences of the weak. 

Am I not free? as much at liberty as the other apostles in regard to the rights and privileges of my office. 

Seen Jesus Christ; seen him personally, and received from him my commission as an apostle. He mentions this to show that he is not behind the other apostles in regard to his apostolic office. 

My work; converted by my ministry. 

Verse 2
Seat of mine apostleship; their conversion was evidence that Paul was an apostle of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 3
Examine me; concerning his credentials as an apostle, and his privileges as such. 

Verse 4
Power to eat and to drink; a right to be maintained at their expense, instead of supporting himself by manual labor. Acts 18:3; 2 Corinthians 11:7-9. 

Verse 5
Power to lead about a sister, a wife; he had as good a right to be married, and have his family supported, as Peter and other apostles had. Ministers of the gospel, whether settled in Christian or missionaries to heathen lands, have a right to be married, and with their families to be supported; though it may sometimes be wise not to exercise this right. 

Verse 6
Power to forbear working; to abstain from working for their own support. 

Verse 8
As a man; merely on the common principles of justice. 

The law; the law of God. Deuteronomy 25:4. 

Verse 9
Not muzzle the mouth of the ox; the ox had a right to support from those for whom he labored, and they could not withhold it without sinning against God, who required it of them. 

Take care for oxen; is it for the sake of oxen that this precept is given? that is, oxen alone, or chiefly. The apostle proceeds to show that the law in question is designed to contain a general principle for the benefit of those who labor in spiritual things. 

Verse 10
For our sakes-this is written; to show that it is the will of God that ministers of the gospel should receive support from the people for whom they labor, and that all who labor are entitled to a just reward for their services. Specific directions contained in the Old Testament, even with regard to beasts and inanimate things, are often illustrations of principles, and are designed to instruct men in all ages as to the character and will of God, and the nature, variety, and extent of human duties. 

Verse 11
Sown unto you spiritual things; labored for the good of your souls. 

Reap your carnal things; receive in return what is needful for support. 

Verse 12
This power; the right to a maintenance. 

Suffer all things; all the inconveniences and hardships of not being supported by the people. 

Verse 13
They which minister-and they which wait; the priests and the Levites, who, under the Old Testament, conducted and waited upon the religious services at the temple. 

Are partakers with the altar; they were supported from the offerings and contributions which the people brought to the altar. 

Verse 14
Ordained; appointed; required. 

Live of the gospel; be supported. The support of ministers of Christ who devote their lives to the preaching of the gospel is not a charitable donation, but a debt justly due, and cannot be withheld without injustice to them, and dishonor to Christ. 

Verse 15
Used none of these things; he had not required them to support him, nor did he write this to induce them to do it. He judged that such was then the peculiar state of things, that he could do more good by supporting himself. 

Make my glorying void; his glorying that he preached the gospel free of charge, by inducing him to take a different course. 

Verse 16
Nothing to glory of; nothing from the fact of his preaching. 

Necessity is laid upon me; after the commission he had received from Christ, he could not, consistently with duty, refrain from preaching. 

Verse 17
I have a reward; for fulfilling the charge committed to me with a willing mind. 

Against my will; even if reluctantly, I still have a trust which I must fulfill. When ministers of the gospel relinquish their just rights, submit to inconveniences, perform labors, and make sacrifices for the sake of doing greater good, they imitate the example of Christ, show the excellence of his religion, and may, through grace, expect from him a distinguished reward. 

Verse 18
What is my reward then? in the course he was willing and joyfully pursuing for their good. It was the satisfaction arising from his disinterested labors, the approval of conscience and of God. 

That I abuse not my power; or right, by requiring them to support him, when this would hinder his usefulness. 

Verse 19
Free from all; free from obligation to men to preach the gospel without charge. 

Gain the more; lead more souls to Christ. 

Verse 20
Became as a Jew; complied with their customs so far as he innocently could. 

Verse 21
Them that are without law; the Gentiles, who had not the written law of God. 

As without law; he omitted those compliances with the ceremonial law which he practised when among Jews. 

Under the law to Christ; bound in all things to obey him. 

Verse 22
Made all things to all men; complied, in all things lawful, with their wishes. 

Verse 23
Partaker thereof; of the blessings which the gospel confers. 

Verse 24
Run in a race; the foot-race, with which the Corinthians were familiar. 

Verse 25
Is temperate in all things; the Grecian racers subjected themselves to a very severe training, that they might thus bring their body to the most perfect condition for the race. 

Verse 26
So run, not as uncertainly; not as one who runs at random, without knowing his goal or how to reach it. The apostle means, that he so lived as to be sure of obtaining the approbation of God, and receiving a crown of glory. 

Verse 27
Keep under my body; literally, beat it in the face, after the manner of a boxer. This represents the severe discipline to which he subjected his appetites and passions according to God’s word. Ministers of Christ who have long preached the gospel, are not on that account sure of heaven. Nor can they safely depend upon any former experience. They must habitually govern their appetites, passions, and conduct by the revealed will of God, or they will be in danger of losing their souls. If this is the case with ministers, it must be with all others; and that hope of salvation which does not lead men to obey the commands of God, will perish at the giving up of the ghost. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
All our fathers; those who came out of Egypt. 

Verse 2
Were all baptized unto Moses; shown by those signs to be under his guidance, as the acknowledged visible people of God. 

Verse 3
Spiritual meat; manna, typical of spiritual blessings by Christ. John 6:31-35; John 6:48-51. 

Verse 4
Spiritual drink; the water that flowed miraculously from the rock, and was a type of Christ. Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11. 

Drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them; it has been supposed that the water from the rock mentioned in Exodus 17:6, followed the Israelites during their wanderings in the wilderness, till they approached Kadesh the second time. But perhaps the words "that followed them" refer to Christ the antitype, rather than to the material water that typified him. 

That Rock was Christ; a figure, type, or representation of Christ; as when he said, Luke 22:19, This is my body, meaning a representation of his body. 

Verse 5
Many of them; who belonged to God’s visible people, and enjoyed all their outward privileges. Thus the apostle warns the Corinthians not to think themselves safe from danger because they belong outwardly to Christ’s church, and enjoy its ordinances and gifts. 

They were overthrown; Numbers 14:29-35; Numbers 26:64-65. Persons may profess to be friends of God, observe his ordinances, and be favored with all external privileges, and yet fail of heaven. Unless they love God, and seek to honor him by obeying his commands, they will perish. 

Verse 6
Our examples; designed to warn us against doing evil, lest we also be destroyed. 

Verses 7-10
It is written; Exodus 32:6; Numbers 25:1-9; Exodus 17:2; Exodus 17:7; Exodus 15:24; Exodus 16:2-9; Numbers 14:2; Numbers 14:27-30; Numbers 16:46-49; Numbers 21:5-6. 

Verse 11
They are written; in the Scriptures, as a warning to those who should live under the gospel. 

The ends of the world; the ends of the ages, an expression nearly equivalent to the Old Testament phrase, "the last days," by which was represented the then distant future of the Christian dispensation. Compare Hebrews 9:26. The judgments of God against transgressors recorded in the Old Testament, were designed to deter us from imitating their example, that we may escape their ruin. 

Verse 12
Him that thinketh he standeth; securely in the favor of God. 

Lest he fall; into sin, and perish. 

Verse 13
That ye may be able to bear; the temptation or trial, without being overcome by it. Psalms 34:19. 

Verse 14
Flee from idolatry; do not join in or encourage it. 

Verse 15
Wise men; capable of judging correctly. 

Verse 16
The cup-the bread; of which they partook in the ordinance of the Lord’s supper, and in which they professed to commune with Christ. Partaking of the Lord’s supper is a solemn public profession of friendship to Christ, and devotion to his service. All who unite in it should be especially careful to avoid not only the reality, but the appearance of evil, and to adorn their profession by habitual holiness of life and conversation. 

Verse 17
Are one bread; as being all partakers of that one bread which represents Christ, and thus made one spiritual body in Christ. 

Verse 18
Partakers of the altar; connected in a special sense with the altar, and thus with Jehovah, to whom the altar is devoted. So, should they feast in heathen temples, they would be considered as worshippers of heathen gods. 

Verse 20
They sacrifice to devils; though idols are nothing, idolatry is a system under the dominion of evil spirits; and they are the real objects worshipped by idolaters. 

Verse 21
Ye cannot; consistently with truth and duty. Should they join with idolaters, they would rebel against Jehovah, and provoke him to come out in judgment against them. 

Verse 22
Persons cannot continue to unite with the wicked in the service of Satan, and yet be the friends of God; and those who seek their chief enjoyment in sensual gratifications, are provoking the Lord to destroy them. 

Verse 23
All things; which are good to eat, may at proper times be eaten and even meat which had been offered to idols was not changed, and would not injure Paul: but it would not on that account be right for him to partake of it in idolatrous feasts, because his doing so might injure others. 

Verse 24
His own; his own pleasure or profit merely. 

Another’s; benefit, as well as his own. 

Verse 25
The shambles; public markets. 

Asking no question; as for example, whether it may not be the flesh of an animal sacrificed to an idol. For in such a case, though it should be so, you are not thereby made in the view of men a patron of idolatry. 

Verse 26
The earth is the Lord’s; we may therefore use any part of it in such a manner as will honor him and do good, and we should not desire to use it in any other way. 

Verse 28
Eat not; lest your example injure him who gave the information. The same action may under some circumstances be right, and under other circumstances be wrong. It is not always enough therefore to look at the action as it is in itself, disconnected from its circumstances, or at its effects on ourselves merely; but we must look also at the impression it will make and the effects it will have on others. 

Verse 29
Judged of another man’s conscience; why should another man make the scruples of his conscience a measure of my liberty? This, with what follows in the next verse, is said in support of the assertion just made, "Conscience, I say, not thine own." 

Verse 30
By grace; rather, as the margin, with thanksgiving, namely, to God. 

Be a partaker; of the food set before me. 

Give thanks; to God, thus showing that I worship him, and no idol. In this and the preceding verse the apostle vindicates for every Christian his liberty of conscience, while in the context he urges all to use their liberty so as not to give offence to the weak. 

Verse 31
Do all to the glory of God; let it be your great object to honor him, and do the greatest good in your power. 

Verse 32
Give none offence; no just occasion of offence. 

Verse 33
Please all men in all things; so far as is consistent with fidelity to God and to them. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 2
Keep the ordinances; the directions which I have given you. The apostle being compelled to censure certain practices in the Corinthian church, is careful to manifest towards them his candor and good will by commending their general regard to his precepts-an example which all who have occasion to censure their brethren will do well to imitate. A disposition to commend in others whatever is commendable is essential in those who are called to administer reproof; and the manifestation of such a disposition tends to prepare men to receive reproof with kindness, and to be rightly affected by it. 

Verse 3
Head; rightful governor or ruler. 

The head of Christ is God; in the work of redemption, Christ, as Mediator, was subject to the Father, and acted in obedience to him. So Christians should be subject to Christ, and the woman to the man. It is the will of God that there should be a difference of condition, and this requires a difference in their appearance. 

Verse 4
Prophesying; see note to chap 1 Corinthians 12:28. 

Having his head covered; the apostle regards a covering on the head as a sign of subjection. He would have the men prophecy and pray with their heads uncovered, that they may not disown the dignity which God has conferred upon them as, under Christ, the head of the human family; their uncovered heads will be a sign that they have no earthly lord. 

Dishonoreth his head; according to some, his own head; according to others, Christ. Both interpretations come to the same thing, since it is through the dishonor which the man puts on his own head that he dishonors Christ, by seeming thus to subject himself to an earthly head. 

Verse 5
Dishonoreth her head; her husband, by appearing as if she were not in subjection to the man. 

That is even all one as if she were shaven; it has the same significance, and therefore puts the same dishonor upon her head. The apostle means that one thing may as properly be done as the other. But all acknowledge the latter to be a reproach to her. The former was therefore a reproach also. 

Verse 6
Let her also be shorn; have her hair cut off. 

Let her be covered; veiled, as a token of subjection to man. 

Verse 7
The image and glory of God; his representative, and reflecting his glory as ruler of this lower world. Genesis 1:26-31; Genesis 2:16; The glory of the man; her excellence is an expression of his dignity and worth, since she was formed of him and for him. Genesis 2:18; Genesis 2:22-23. It is the will of God that there should be due subordination of one class of persons to another, and that this should be manifested in their dress and deportment. Our character, usefulness, and enjoyment very much depend upon suitable recognizing the relations which God has established, and acting in accordance with them. 

Verse 10
Power; that is, a veil, as the token of her husband’s rightful authority over her, and of her subjection to him. 

Because of the angels; probably the holy angels, who, as "ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation," were present in the Christian assemblies, and witnessed the propriety or impropriety of their conduct, as reflecting honor or dishonor on Christ and his cause. 

Verse 11
In the Lord; according to his arrangement. Though one is subject to the other, both, on believing in Christ, are accepted of him. They are equally needful to, and should be equally respected and beloved by each other. 

Verse 14
It is a shame unto him; because it makes him appear like a woman. God has made the two sexes different, and placed them in different stations; and a proper regard to him and one another requires that this difference should be seen in their apparel and deportment. 

Verse 15
A covering; in the sense already explained, a token of her subjection to man. As God has made a distinction between men and women, nature and common-sense teach that in their appearance it should be duly observed. 

Verse 16
Contentious; should any at Corinth contend that it was proper for women, in their worship, to appear like men, or men like women, Paul informed them that it was contrary to the teaching of the apostles and to the practice of the churches, and should be avoided. 

Verse 17
In this; what he was about to mention. 

Verse 18
Come together in the church; meet as a church, to worship God and celebrate the Lord’s supper. 

Verse 19
There must be also heresies; the word here means parties, divisions, sectaries. Such was human nature that these would exist; and one object of God in suffering them was, that it might be seen who were his friends. Divisions among professed Christians spring from their wickedness, and are productive of great evils; yet God in suffering them is wise and good. He often overrules them to show who are his true disciples. 

Verse 20
This is not to eat the Lord’s supper; such a mode of procedure cannot be a true eating of the Lord’s supper; you cannot thus eat it in a proper or acceptable manner. 

Verse 21
Every one taketh before the other; in connection with the Lord’s supper they had a collation, consisting of what each one brought from his own home. This ought to have been shared by the poor equally with the rich. But instead of this, the shameful abuse prevailed here censured by the apostle. 

Verse 23
Received of the Lord; it was communicated to Paul by Christ himself. 

Verse 24
This is my body; a representation of it. Chap 1 Corinthians 10:4. 

Verse 25
Testament in my blood; covenant, ratified by my blood. As Christ instituted the ordinance of the supper, showed the proper mode of its administration, and commanded his disciples to observe it in remembrance of him till his second coming, all should be careful to obey his command. 

Verse 26
Eat this bread; Christ does not call it flesh, and it was not flesh which they ate, but it was bread, representing the flesh or body of Jesus Christ, which was broken or crucified for the sins of men; and they were to do this from time to time, as a public expression of their faith in him, and devotion to his service. 

Verse 27
Unworthily; in a careless, irreverent, and wicked manner. 

Be guilty of the body and blood; of casting and contempt on Christ himself, resembling that which was cast upon him by his crucifiers. 

Verse 28
Examine himself; as to his love to the Saviour, and his desire to honor him; as to his hatred of sin, and his longing for deliverance from it; his trust in the Redeemer, and disposition to imitate his example. 

Verse 29
Damnation; judgment; he exposes himself to divine judgments. 

Not discerning the Lord’s body; not discerning in the bread and wine the symbols of Christ’s body and blood, but partaking of them irreverently, as if it were a common feast. 

Verse 30
For this cause; on account of their irreverent and wicked manner of celebrating the Lord’s supper. 

Many sleep; are dead. God had sent sickness among them, and many had died. 

Verse 31
If we would judge ourselves; properly examine and decide concerning ourselves. 

We should not be judged; not punished of the Lord. 

Verse 32
Not be condemned; the object of God in chastising his children in this world is, to lead them to repentance and reformation, that they may not in the future world be condemned. In chastising his people for their sins, God is kind. He does not afflict them because he delights in it, but for their profit, that they may be partakers of his holiness, and thus escape endless condemnation. They should therefore in trials be submissive, search out and forsake their sins, be grateful for mercies, and commit themselves and all their interests to his gracious disposal. 

Verse 33
To eat; in the celebration of the Lord’s supper. 

Tarry; let no one partake till others are ready, and do all things decently and in order, to the honor of Christ and their own spiritual good. 

Verse 34
The rest; other things which might need correction, Paul would regulate when he should visit them. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 2
Ye were led; by Satan and those under his influence. These words seem to contain the reason why the Corinthians should receive instruction respecting spiritual gifts. They have just come out of the darkness and ignorance of idolatry. 

Verse 3
I give you to understand; he begins by stating a general rule whereby to test the genuineness of all alleged spiritual gifts. They all unite in putting supreme honor upon Christ. Compare 1 John 4:1-3. 

Calleth Jesus accursed; as an imposter. 

Can say that Jesus is the Lord; that is, say it in sincerity, with a true apprehension of the meaning of such a confession; in other words, acknowledge and receive him as the Messiah. Compare Matthew 11:25-27; Matthew 16:16-17. 

Verse 4
Diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit; throughout the whole of this chapter the apostle labors to show, first, the unity of these gifts, as all having the same Spirit for their author, and all conspiring for the same common end, the glory of God in the edification of the church; secondly, their variety, as having different outward forms, and designed to accomplish different specific objects. 

Verse 5
Differences of administrations; or offices, which God has established, verses 1 Corinthians 12:28-30. 

Verse 6
Diversities of operations; such as produce in different cases different effects. 

Verse 7
The manifestation of the Spirit; in the gifts which he bestowed. 

To profit withal; for the benefit of men. All Christian gifts and graces come from the Holy Spirit. He bestows different measures of grace and means of influence upon different individuals, but always for the wisest reasons. 

Verses 8-10
Diversities of gifts and offices, spoken of in verses 1 Corinthians 12:4-5. 

The word of wisdom-the word of knowledge; the exact distinction between those two gifts has been a matter of doubt. Probably "wisdom" refers rather to the practical, and "knowledge" to the doctrinal in Christianity. According to this view "the word of wisdom" would be peculiar skill in explaining to men the way of life, exhibiting the motives to induce them to walk in it, and guiding their conduct in difficult situations: "the word of knowledge," on the other hand, would be that which comes from a deep insight into the doctrines of the gospel, including an understanding of the prophecies, types, and spiritual meaning of the Scriptures, and their true application and fulfilment. 

Faith; in a special sense. We are probably to understand an extraordinary measure of confidence in God, such as raises its possessor above the fear of man, and inspires him with the firm hope of success in the midst of dangers, difficulties, and hinderances. 

Gifts of healing; power to cure diseases. 

The working of miracles; in a general sense, miracles not confined to the healing of diseases. 

Prophecy; the inspired utterance of God’s will in respect to the way of salvation, including also, as an occasional part of it, the foretelling of future events. See note to verse 1 Corinthians 12:28. 

Discerning of spirits; whether men who professed to exercise spiritual gifts, were guided by the Holy Ghost or by a false spirit. Compare 1 John 4:1. 

Divers kinds of tongues; power to speak various languages. 

Interpretation of tongues; power to translate, or tell the meaning of one language in the words of another. 

Verse 11
Dividing to every man; bestowing different gifts and in different measures upon different persons, as the Holy Spirit sees best. In bestowing miraculous powers upon the apostles and first teachers of Christianity, in calling them to their office, assigning them their fields of labor, fitting them for their work, and giving them success, the Holy Ghost has shown himself to be God; and with the Father and the Son, entitled to divine honors. 

Verse 12
So also is Christ; the head of his spiritual body the church. All its members, like the different members of the human body, are united to one head, and should be, by mutual sympathy and affection, united to one another. 

Verse 13
By one Spirit; the Holy Ghost. 

To drink into one Spirit; or, to drink of one Spirit. By his operation on our hearts, we become united in spirit to Christ the head and to one another as members of his spiritual body the church. 

Verse 18
As God assigns to Christians their talents and opportunities, their condition and measure of influence, as will best promote his glory and the good of his kingdom, there is not more reason for strife among them as to which shall be the greatest, than among the members of the human body. The perfection and highest usefulness of each consists not in his possessing the talents, exerting the influence, or doing the duties of another, but in rightly discharging his own. 

Verses 22-26
Are necessary; the strongest and most prominent members of the body are not in all cases the most essential to human life, but often those which are more feeble and concealed. Those parts which need it, we cover and adorn; and we never think of neglecting, much less of despising any part because it is feeble, or needs special care. God has so ordered, that if one member, even the most feeble or uncomely, suffer, all suffer with it; and if one rejoice, or is in health and vigor, all experience the benefit. 

Verse 25
No schism; no division or contest with one another. They have one common interest, and the welfare of each is for the good of all. So it should be with the different members of the church of Christ. 

Verse 27
Ye are the body of Christ; ye, the whole body of believers, constitute the one spiritual body of Christ. 

Members in particular; each individual is a member of Christ’s body, having his particular office assigned to him by the one common Head. As all have a common interest, and are parts of one great whole, all should have a common sympathy; and by fidelity to Christ in the discharge of appropriate duties, labor for the general good. 

Verses 28-30
These were different offices which God established in the churches at first; referred to in verse 1 Corinthians 12:5. 

Apostles; men who had seen Christ after his resurrection, and were commissioned by him to testify to this fact, to reveal his will, work miracles in attestation of his truth, preach the gospel, gather churches, and do what was needful for the establishment of Christianity. 

Prophets; those who had the gift of prophecy. The apostle here assigns them a rank next to the apostles, and elsewhere he puts prophecy first among spiritual gifts. Chap 1 Corinthians 14:1, etc. Like the prophets of the Old Testament, they spoke under the immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:17 : like them, they unfolded to men the counsels of God, especially as contained in the way of salvation through Christ, Acts 13:1-2; Acts 15:32; and like them they also at times foretold future events, Acts 11:28; Acts 21:11. 

Teachers; of the gospel. The term probably includes those who had "the word of wisdom" and "the word of knowledge," verse 1 Corinthians 12:8. 

Helps; persons appointed to assist in visiting the sick, instructing the ignorant, and relieving the needy. 

Governments; persons who directed the external order of the church. 

Verse 31
Covet; earnestly desire. They had coveted what was most esteemed by men; but Paul would have them desire what was most esteemed by God, and without which, whatever else they might have, they would be destitute and wretched. What this was he proceeded to show. 

A more excellent way; a way preeminently excellent; namely, the way of love, which he proceeds in the next chapter to point out. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
Charity; love to God and to men. 

Sounding brass; empty and worthless. As love to God and to men is the best gift which God bestows, all should most earnestly desire and cherish it in themselves and in others. 

Verse 2
Gift of prophecy; see note to chap 1 Corinthians 12:28. 

Understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; have the power of unfolding all the deep counsels of God as contained in his word, and of declaring by inspiration what has been hitherto concealed from the world. 

All faith; the faith of miracles. 

Verse 3
Men often eagerly pursue and glory in what will be to them of no permanent benefit. Nothing which they do or possess, without love to God and to men, will save them from perdition. 

Verse 4
Suffereth long; with patience, under injuries. 

Is kind; not to friends only, but to foes. 

Envieth not; is not uneasy at the prosperity of others. 

Vaunteth not; does not boast of its own excellence. 

Verse 5
Seeketh not her own; as the chief end; is not selfish, but benevolent. 

Thinketh no evil; is not disposed to impute to others evil designs. 

Verse 6
Rejoiceth not in iniquity; as is done by the selfish, whenever iniquity in themselves or others can be made subservient to their own personal interests, or the destruction of their enemies. 

Rejoiceth in the truth; in the reception and propagation of it, whoever may be the instruments, and whatever the effects on us. 

Verse 7
Beareth all things; inflicted by others, so far as is consistent with duty, without being disposed to publish their misconduct or to punish it. 

Believeth-hopeth all things; is disposed to put the best construction upon men’s conduct, and hope the best concerning them. 

Endureth all things; which it may be called to suffer in the path of duty. Love is so active in its nature and marked in its effects, that none need or ought to be in doubt whether they possess it. 

Verse 8
Never faileth; it will continue to eternity; while the gifts of foretelling future events, or of miraculously speaking with tongues, or by inspiration understanding and communicating divine truth, will soon pass away as no longer necessary. 

Verse 9
We know in part; that is, in our present state. 

We prophesy in part; we are not capable of either receiving or communicating truth by prophecy, except in a partial and imperfect way. 

Verse 10
That which is perfect; the perfect knowledge of heaven. 

That which is in part; our present imperfect knowledge, with our present imperfect means of gaining it through prophecies, tongues, etc. 

Verse 11
A child-a man; as the conceptions and speech of a lisping infant differ from those of an educated and full-grown man, so do our highest attainments in this life differ from what they will be in the life to come. 

Childish things; the imperfect conceptions and reasonings of a child. Supply, So in heaven we shall put away our imperfect conceptions of God’s truth, and our imperfect helps for gaining it. 

Verse 12
Now; in our present earthly state. 

We see through a glass, darkly; our knowledge of God and divine truth is indirect and obscure, like that of a man who looks not directly on the object itself, but only on a dim image of it, such as was reflected from the imperfect mirrors of the ancients. 

But then; in heavenly state. 

Face to face; that is, immediately, and clearly, as one looks on the face of another. Compare Numbers 12:8; and Exodus 33:11; Deuteronomy 34:10. 

Shall I know; God and divine truth. 

Even as also I am known; more literally, even as also I have been known; that is, known by God in the present state; where our knowledge of him, though real and saving, is yet so faint and imperfect, that it may be better said that we are known of God, than that we know him. Galatians 4:9. The apostle plainly has in mind not the extent of our knowledge in the heavenly state, but rather its manner, as direct and clear. 

Verse 13
Abideth; according to some, will outlive all miraculous gifts; according to others, will abide for ever: faith in the sense of confidence in God and Christ; and hope, as the joyous looking forward to an eternity of ever increasing blessedness. 

The greatest of these is charity; not only in itself, but because it is the root and ground of the other two. Things which are only temporary should never awaken our deepest interest or be our chief concern. Nothing should do this that will not last for ever. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
It is plain from the present chapter that the Corinthians measured the worth of the several spiritual gifts not so much from their power to edify the church, as from their adaptedness to strike the beholders with wonder. For this reason they were ready to put the gift of speaking in tongues above that of prophecy. This erroneous judgment the apostle now proceeds to correct. 

Verse 2
Speaketh not unto men; conveys to them no instruction or edification. 

But unto God; who understands his spirit, and with whom he thus has communion. 

Speaketh mysteries; the mysteries of the gospel; its deep truths which have heretofore been hidden, or but dimly revealed. 

Verse 4
Endowments are valuable in proportion as they are useful, and it should be the object of all, in the exercise of their talents, to do good. 

Verse 5
Greater is he that prophesieth; because his office is more useful to the church, verse 1 Corinthians 14:3. 

Except he interpret; from this and verse 1 Corinthians 14:13 it is manifest that the two gifts of speaking with tongues and of interpreting them chap 1 Corinthians 12:10, might or might not be possessed by the same person. When a man had the gift of speaking with tongues without the power to interpret them, some think that he was unable to understand his own utterances. But the meaning seems rather to be, that though he spoke intelligibly to himself, he had not the gift of interpreting intelligibly to others. See further on verse 1 Corinthians 14:14. 

Verse 6
By revelation; so as to make to you a revelation. 

By knowledge; so as to communicate to you knowledge. 

By doctrine; teachings in the ordinary way, as distinguished from the utterances of prophecy. Unless he declared to them truths which they could understand and apply to practice, he would do them no good. 

Verse 7
A distinction; the meaning of which shall be understood by the hearers. 

Verse 8
An uncertain sound; the meaning of which is not understood. 

Verse 9
Easy to be understood; better, as the margin, significant, that is, to the hearers. 

Speak into the air; your words shall be thrown away. All the services in public worship should be in language understood by the worshippers. 

Verse 10
None of them is without signification; they all have meaning, and were designed to be understood; each language should therefore be used with those only who understand it. 

Verse 11
A barbarian unto me; a foreigner, whose language is not understood. 

Verse 12
Are zealous; earnestly desire. 

Excel to the edifying of the church; abound in these gifts in such a way as to edify the church. 

Verse 13
Pray that he may interpret; either, that God will add to him the gift of interpretation; or, as the context seems rather to require, pray in such a way that he may interpret; namely, by adding interpretation to his prayer. 

Verse 14
My spirit prayeth; goeth forth to God in holy and fervent desires, and is thus edified, verse 1 Corinthians 14:4. 

My understanding is unfruitful; according to one view, it bears no fruit to myself, since it is not enlightened by what I utter; according to another and preferable view, it bears no fruit to others, since it communicates nothing to them in an intelligible way. 

Verse 15
With the understanding; with the right use of it, in words which the hearers understand. The object of a wise and good minister is not to display himself, but to impart instruction, and thus be useful to those who hear him. Of course, he will not conduct any part of the public service in a language which his hearers do not understand. 

Verse 16
Bless with the spirit; praise God in language which others do not understand. 

Verse 20
Not children; not carried away with sound and show, but men who look not to show, but to the edification of their brethren. To be carried away or greatly influenced by sound, external display, or any thing pertaining to manner merely, without enlightening the mind or purifying the heart, is childish, unworthy the character of men, especially of professed Christians. 

Verse 21
It is written; Isaiah 28:11-12. 

Other tongues; foreign languages. In this passage Jehovah threatens the men who treated with scorn the messages of their own prophets, who spoke to them in their own language, that he will speak to them by the lips of foreigners; namely, by giving them up to their dominion. The point on which the apostle insists is, that here foreign tongues are made a sign to unbelievers. 

Verse 23
All speak with tongues; in foreign languages only. 

Ye are mad; appear deranged to him who does not understand you. 

Verse 24
All prophesy; in language intelligible to those who hear. 

He is convinced; convicted of sin, and condemns his former course of life. 

Verse 25
Falling down on his face; as penitents were wont to do in confessing their sins and imploring mercy. 

In you; among you, in your assembly. The truths of the gospel plainly and kindly declared, are often so attended by the influences of the Holy Ghost, that persons who come to a place of public worship out of curiosity, or to ridicule the preacher and scoff at religion, are convicted of sin, led to condemn themselves, and join with those whom they came to oppose in sincerely worshipping God. 

Verse 26
Come together; in public assemblies for instruction and worship. 

Every one; one had a psalm to sing; another a doctrine or truth to inculcate; another a discourse to deliver; another an interpretation to give; and all were eager to speak, not considering that the object of each should be to do good, and the exercises should be so conducted as to be suited to this end. 

Verse 27
By two, or-three; let not more than two or three speak at the same meeting, and these not together, but in succession; and let some one as they proceed give the meaning, that all the hearers may understand it. 

Verse 28
Let him; who can speak only in an unknown tongue. 

Speak to himself; in silent meditation and prayer, but not utter in public what his hearers will not understand. Unless a minister speak in a language which his hearers understand, or some one interpret to them his meaning, it is the will of God that he should not speak at all. Suppose he speaks in Latin, and says, "This is not an unknown tongue, but is perhaps the best known in the world"; if his hearers do not understand it, he sacrifices their good and violates the revealed will of God. 

Verse 29
The other; in the original, the others: those who hear, let them judge whether what they hear is according to the word of God. 

Verse 30
Be revealed; by the Holy Ghost to one who is not speaking, as a thing which he ought to declare. 

Hold his peace; so that all shall have an opportunity to speak in succession. 

Verse 31
Ye may all prophesy; each may speak in his turn, and thus all be benefited. 

Verse 32
Are subject; they were able to control themselves in this matter. Though they were inspired, there was no need of more than one speaking at a time. The Holy Spirit by his influences does not lessen a man’s control over himself, but increases it, and leads him to do, not things which are unsuitable, but those which in themselves are right, and in their tendency useful. 

Verse 33
God is not the author of confusion; the Holy Spirit, by his inspiration, does not lead to it, nor does he approve it. All under his influence can and ought to avoid it. 

Of peace; order, harmony, and love, as is manifest in all well-regulated churches. 

Verse 34
In the churches; in the public religious assemblies. 

Verse 35
If they will learn any thing; beyond what they can by hearing. 

It is a shame; because it is stepping out of their proper place, assuming what does not belong to them, and acting in this respect as if they were men. It is doing what God forbids. 

Verse 36
What! came the word-unto you only? were you the first to receive or spread the gospel, that you, in the above-mentioned things, act so differently from other churches, as if you were wiser than they? By no means. Other churches have been much longer established, have had greater experience, and are more worthy of imitation. 

Verse 37
Prophet, or spiritual; under the special guidance of the Holy Ghost, and qualified to judge in such matters. 

Let him acknowledge; if he does not, it will show that he does not think right. Spiritually minded persons, who are influenced by the Holy Ghost, and rightly understand truth and duty, will acknowledge that the directions given by Paul about ministers’ speaking in a language known to their hearers, about women’s keeping silence in the church, and about the avoidance of all tumult and confusion in public worship, are commandments of God which all should obey. 

Verse 38
Be ignorant; of the fact that the directions which Paul gave were the commandments of God. 

Let him be ignorant; it was not best for them to debate the matter further; but leave him to meet the consequences of his conduct. 

Verse 39
Covet to prophesy; as the best gift. 

Forbid not to speak with tongues; as a gift good in its proper place, and when exercised in a proper way. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1
I declare unto you the gospel; I make once more a statement of the gospel. He says this with especial reference to one of its great foundation doctrines, the resurrection of Christ, and in him, of all his believing people. 

Wherein ye stand; upon which your church is founded, and upon which all your hopes rest. 

Verse 3
Received; by inspiration, and directly from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ died for our sins; on account of them; as an atoning sacrifice, the just for the unjust. 1 Peter 3:18. 

The Scriptures; as foretold of him in the Old Testament. Psalms 22:1-31; Isaiah 53:1-9; Daniel 9:24-26; Zechariah 12:10; Zechariah 13:7. 

Verse 4
The Scriptures; Psalms 16:10-11; Isaiah 53:10-12; Hosea 6:2. 

Verse 5
Cephas; Peter. 

Twelve; the apostles. 

Verse 6
Brethren; disciples of Christ. 

Remain; are now alive. 

Are fallen asleep; are dead. 

Verse 7
James; supposed to be the James who wrote the epistle, and who was called James the less. 

Verse 8
Out of due time; as by an untimely birth. A proverbial expression to denote unworthiness. 

Verse 9
The least of the apostles; least worthy, or most unworthy and guilty. Ephesians 3:8. 

Not meet; not worthy, or fit, Acts 9:1; Acts 26:9-11. 

Verse 10
Not in vain; it was not inoperative; it led me to labor more than they all; than any of the apostles. 

Not I; not on account of any thing spiritually good naturally in him. Matthew 10:20. 

Verse 11
They; the other apostles. 

We preach; the same great truths-Christ crucified for the sins of men, and raised for their justification. Romans 4:25. That Jesus Christ died for the sins of men, and rose again for the justification and salvation of all who believe on him, are fundamental doctrines of the gospel, and are taught as such by all who are prepared and called by Christ to preach it. 

Verse 12
Is no resurrection of the dead? no such thing as a resurrection of the dead? The men against whose error the apostle wrote, denied, doubtless on philosophical grounds, the possibility of a resurrection from the dead. He proceeds to show, first, that such a denial involves the denial of Christ’s resurrection, and consequently of the gospel itself with all the hopes that are built on it, 1 Corinthians 15:13-19; 1 Corinthians 15:29-32; 

secondly, that the certain fact of Christ’s resurrection is an earnest and pledge of our resurrection also, verse 1 Corinthians 15:20-28. He then proceeds further to meet objections to the doctrine, and make various explanations and revelations concerning it. 

Verse 14
Vain; useless, because not true. 

Verse 17
Your faith is vain; it cannot save you. 

Ye are yet in your sins; unpardoned, because no one can be pardoned except through the atonement and righteousness of Christ, which, if he has not risen from the dead, never has been accepted; and there is no way of salvation, except by one’s own works, which to sinful man is impossible. 

Verse 18
Fallen asleep in Christ; died believing in Christ’s resurrection, and expecting to be saved through him. 

Are perished; since no salvation has been provided for them, they have died under the curse of God’s law, which is the death of the soul. 

Verse 19
Most miserable; because we have exposed ourselves to all manner of sufferings and hardships to no purpose, and all our hopes are destined to end in disappointment. 

Verse 20
Now is Christ risen; the apostle comes now to the triumphant assertion of the fact, the proof of which he has already stated. 

First-fruits; a pledge that all united by faith to Christ would rise again. 

Them that slept; the pious dead. Elsewhere he affirms the resurrection of both the just and unjust, Acts 24:15; but here he dwells more particularly on the resurrection of the dead in Christ. That Christ arose from the dead, God has shown to be certain, and with equal certainty that all his people who die will rise also. 

Verse 21
By man; Adam. 

By man; Jesus Christ. 

Verse 22
In Adam all die; all having become sinners through him, as is stated in Romans 5:12; Romans 5:17-19. 

In Christ shall all be made alive; he shall raise to life the whole human family, John 5:28-29; but here the apostle has especially in view the resurrection of the righteous. 

Verse 23
Christ the first-fruits; he is the first who rose from the dead to die no more; and his resurrection was a sure pledge that his people at is coming will likewise rise, to live and reign with him for ever. Matthew 25:34; Matthew 25:46; John 14:19. 

Verse 24
The end; of the present state of things-the day of judgment. 

Delivered up the kingdom; that which he received as Mediator, having completed the work for which he received it. 

Put down all rule-authority-power; conquered all enemies. 

Verse 25
Must reign; as Mediator till then, in order to fulfill the predictions of scripture concerning him. Psalms 2:6-12; Psalms 46:3-7; Psalms 110:1. 

Verse 26
Death; Christ will abolish or destroy this, when, at the general resurrection, he delivers his people from its power. 

Verse 27
He saith; Psalms 8:6. 

He; God. 

Verse 28
The Son-be subject; the chief object of his Mediatorship will then have been accomplished. 

Verse 29
This verse is connected in argument with verse 1 Corinthians 15:19. 

Else; if there is no resurrection, what is the advantage of being baptized and exposed to innumerable dangers, and even to death itself, in hope of one? Baptized for the dead; according to some, the meaning is this: Why, when many for their attachment to Christ are put to death, do multitudes in the face of death openly profess by baptism to be his disciples, and thus take their place? 

Verse 30
And why; do we who have professed this continue, without wavering, to brave cheerfully all its dangers? 

Verse 31
I protest; solemnly affirm. 

I die daily; am daily exposed to death, on account of my attachment to Christ as a crucified and risen Saviour. 

Verse 32
Fought with beasts; exposed myself to instant and violent death. 

Let us eat and drink; if there is no resurrection to eternal life, let us avoid all the pain and enjoy all the pleasures we can now, according to the maximum of those who live only for the present world. 

Verse 33
Be not deceived; by the false opinions and reasoning of wicked men. 

Evil communications; familiar canversation with the wicked in corrupting. This was a sentiment expressed by Menander, a Greek poet, whom Paul quoted. 

Verse 34
Awake to righteousness; the original is very strong: Awake out of your intoxication, namely, with sin and error. Let the certainty of retribution arouse you to duty, and restrain you from sin; for some among you have not that knowledge of God which leads them to believe and obey him. 

To your shame; for they had means and opportunities to know and do better. 

Verse 35
Some man; who, because he cannot understand the manner in which men will be raised, or with what bodies, concludes there will be no resurrection. 

Verse 36
Fool; measuring your faith by your ignorance, and because you cannot understand the manner, rejecting the fact; when there is nothing more unaccountable in the case of the resurrection-body, than there is in the quickening of a seed sown, through its death, into a new body. 

Quickened; made to live and grow into a new plant. 

Verse 37
Bare grain; a naked kernel of grain. 

Verse 38
Giveth it; the seed sown. 

To every seed his own body; so that each grain preserves its identity, wheat producing wheat, and barley, barley. In this illustration three things are to be noticed: first, the seed sown is not quickened into a new plant except it die, that is, be itself dissolved and perish, as it always does in germination; secondly, the new plant with its seed is not the grain itself that was sown; yet, thirdly, it is the same in kind, and thus preserves its identity, each seed reproducing its own body. So the heavenly body that shall spring from the death of this earthly body, though not that body of flesh and blood that was sown in the grave, shall yet be the same body in such a sense that at the resurrection every one shall receive again his own body. 

Verses 39-41
All flesh is not the same flesh-celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial-one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon; the apostle introduces another argument, drawn from the variety that exists by the power of God among natural bodies, to show how easily he may cause the bodies raised to differ greatly from those that died. The contrast between terrestrial and celestial bodies seem to hint at that between our present and our future bodies, as given in 1 Corinthians 15:42-54. Some have thought that in referring to the difference in glory among the heavenly bodies, he has in view different degrees of glory and blessedness among the righteous in heaven. This, however, he does not afterwards insist on, but only the great contrast between the corruptible body and the incorruptible. 

Verse 42
Many things take place, the manner of which men cannot understand; and for them to disbelieve what God has declared, because they cannot understand the manner in which it will be accomplished, is great folly. 

Verse 43
In power; strong, and not subject to disease or death. 

Verse 44
A natural body-a spiritual body; in the original Greek the word rendered "natural" is the adjective corresponding to the word rendered "soul" in verse 1 Corinthians 15:45. In order better to understand the force of the quotation in that verse, we might render the present thus: It is sown a soul-body; it is raised a spirit-body: the word soul being used as it is in Genesis 2:7, to denote man in his present earthly state as inhabiting an animal body, and subject to animal passions and wants; while the spiritual body will have no animal nature, and be subject to no animal wants. 

Verse 45
It is written; Genesis 2:7. The quotation extends only to the first clause of the verse. 

The first man Adam; whose nature we all inherit. 

Was made a living soul; see note to verse 1 Corinthians 15:44. 

The last Adam; Christ; to the nature of whose heavenly body our spiritual bodies will be made like. 

A quickening spirit; a spirit having life in himself, and bestowing spiritual life and a spiritual body upon all who are his. 

Verse 47
The Lord from heaven; Isaiah 9:6-7; Malachi 3:1; John 17:5; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Philippians 2:6. He is therefore not earthly, but heavenly in his nature. 

Verse 48
Such are they also that are earthy; descendants of Adam, and naturally like him in body and soul. 

That are heavenly; friends of Christ, like him in body and spirit. Philippians 3:21. 

Verse 49
The image of the heavenly; in both soul and body. Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:2; Philippians 3:21. 

Verse 50
Flesh and blood cannot inherit; our bodies must undergo a change, such as is effected in the resurrection, in order to fit them to live in heaven. 

Verse 51
Not all sleep; Christians who shall be living at the end of the world will not die, but will experience a change similar to that which those who have died will experience in the resurrection, that they may be spiritual, incorruptible, and immortal. 

Verse 54
Then; when the dead have been raised, and the living so changed as to fit them to live and reign with Christ. 

The saying; shall be fulfilled that is written in Isaiah 25:8. 

Verse 55
Thy sting; that by which thou didst terrify men. Hosea 13:14. 

Thy victory; by which thou didst hold men as vanquished. 

Verse 56
The sting of death; that which makes death terrible, is sin. Romans 4:15; Romans 6:23. 

Verse 57
The victory; over sin, death, and every foe. Romans 7:25; Romans 8:1; Romans 8:37. 

Verse 58
Steadfast; in the faith and practice of the gospel, in habitual lively confidence of the resurrection, the day of judgment, and the retributions of eternity. 

Unmovable; not discouraged by opposition or difficulties; not led even to doubt about the complete fulfilment of all which God has declared. 

In the work of the Lord; in labors to honor him and do good. 

Your labor is not in vain in the Lord; what you do to honor Christ shall receive a glorious and an eternal reward. The certainty of the resurrection, of the day of judgment, and the retributions of eternity, should lead all to make it their great object to learn and do the will of God; hearkening daily to his voice, believing heartily his declarations, and obeying cheerfully and perseveringly his commands. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
Collection; for the relief of poor saints at Jerusalem. 1 Corinthians 16:3. Faithful ministers of the gospel will, if practicable, induce their hearers liberally to contribute for the benefit of the needy; and regular, systematic beneficence will, in the end, be much more abundant than that which is merely occasional, and much more useful, both to givers and receivers. 

Verse 2
Upon the first day of the week; the day set apart and observed by the apostles and Christians as the Lord’s day, the Christian Sabbath. 

Lay by him in store; at home. 

That there be no gatherings; that their gifts might be ready when the apostle should come. As the first day of the week is the Lord’s day, and from his resurrection has been observed by his people as sacred to his worship, it is a proper time for them to consider his goodness, and contribute, or lay by in store, as he has prospered them, for the supply of the wants of their fellow-men. 

Verse 3
By-letters; this may mean letters from the brethren at Corinth, or letters by Paul, commending the messengers to his friends at Jerusalem. 

Verse 5
When I shall pass through Macedonia; rather, when I have passed through Macedonia. This was an alteration of his original plan, which he had in some way made known to them, and for this some in Corinth charged him with changeableness of purpose. 2 Corinthians 1:15-17. 

Verse 7
By the way; on his way to Macedonia, according to his first plan. See above. Such a visit would not only have been brief, but would have brought him to Corinth before the present epistle could have had time to produce its intended effects. See 2 Corinthians 1:23; 2 Corinthians 2:1-3. 

Tarry a while; on his return. In forming plans for future action, we should ever remember our dependence on God, seek to understand his will, and commit ourselves in well-doing to his merciful guidance and disposal. 

Verse 8
Pentecost; this feast was celebrated in June, fifty days after the Passover, which was in April. Acts 2:1. 

Verse 9
A great door and effectual; a great opportunity for successfully preaching the gospel. 

Many adversaries; opposers of Paul and his preaching. This made it necessary that he should remain for the present at Ephesus, where he wrote to the Corinthians this epistle. 

Verse 10
Without fear; occasioned by opposition or neglect on your part. 

He worketh; is a wise and faithful minister. 

Verse 11
Conduct him forth in peace; when he has finished his work among you, and is prepared to leave Corinth. 

With the brethren; whom he expected to come from Corinth to Ephesus. Compare Acts 19:21-22. 

Verse 12
Christian brethren, and even pious and faithful ministers of the gospel, may differ in judgment about the best way of doing good; and while they exercise the right of private judgment as to their own duty, they should cheerfully concede the same privilege to others. 

Verse 13
Watch; against temptation. 

Stand fast; in the faith and practice of the gospel. 

Like men; act in a manly and not a puerile manner. 

Be strong; in the grace which is in Christ Jesus. 

Verse 14
Charity; love to God and men. 

Verse 15
House; family. 

First-fruits; the first persons who were converted in Achaia by the ministry of Paul. 

Verse 16
Submit yourselves; treat them with respect, and be suitably influenced by them. 

Verse 17
Coming of Stephanas; he had come to Ephesus, but his family remained at Corinth. Verse 1 Corinthians 16:15. 

That which was lacking on your part; in ministering to my comfort. That which, by reason of my separation from you, you could not bestow, they have given by their personal presence. 

Verse 18
Acknowledge ye them; as friends of Christ, and worthy of imitation. 

Verse 19
The church-in their house; the Christians who worshipped there. The meeting and conference of Christians from different and distant places may be the means not only of their own comfort, but of their increased usefulness to one another, and to their fellow-men. 

Verse 21
The salutation of-Paul; he employed the hand of another in writing the previous part of the epistle, but this and what follows he wrote with his own hand. 

Verse 22
Anathema; accursed, that is, of God. 

Maran-atha; the Lord cometh, namely, to judgment. This addition to the anathema contains a solemn intimation of the time when it will be fulfilled. 

Was written from Philippi; the superscriptions to the epistles are not a part of the inspired Scriptures, but were added at a later period, and contain errors. From verse 1 Corinthians 16:8 of this chapter it appears that Paul wrote this epistle from Ephesus. 

Verse 24
When called to administer reproof, or to proclaim the fearful doom of the incorrigibly wicked, while we should endeavor to do it with fidelity, we should also do it with affection, and in all suitable ways show that it springs not from enmity or indifference, but from love; and that it is our earnest desire that even our greatest opposers may so conduct, that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ shall be with them now and for ever. Amen. 

